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Introduction 

Given scholarly insights on them, Conflict and violence might arguably be said to have the 

potential to continue to be part of human social experience irrespective of time and space. The premise 

grounding the above assertion could be located on the notion of jockeying for powert presented be 

fairclough, (2001; 5). According to fairclough, power holder(s) at every point in time are always in a 

constant struggle to reassert their power while those who do not hold power are, on the other hand, also in 

a constant bid to grab power away from those holding it. 

Fairclough, (2001: 28) clarifies this notion further by positing that this type of struggle is 

necessarly an inherent property of a social system in which the maximization of the profits/benefits and 

power of one class depends upon the maximization of its exploitation and domination of another. 

Similarly, insights on the root causes of conflict and violenece provided by other scholars (Ritzer, 

2000; Pei I, 1982: 42 $ 43; Simmel, 1965:13; Gouldner, 1976:1)., emphasize also that the struggle by the 

less powerful to cast off the power to dominate by the hegemonic class is at the root of conflicts and 

violence. 

A very tenous but intriguing pattern that cuts across muh literature Ogbondah, 2005; Peil, 1982; 

Hawkins, 2005), on conflict and violence management and resolution is the tendency to crowd out 

conflict/violence prevention strategies with emphasis that is exclusively focused on conflict/violence 

management and resolution at the expense of a thought on conflict prevention. 

Conflict Prevention 

There are nations, which might make any attempt to prevent conflicts in human societies look 

like embarking on a mission impossible. Chief among such notions is the one articulated by Simmel, 

(1965:15f). According to Simmel “an absolute centripetal and harmonies groups, a pure unificantion is 

empirically unreal.” Furthermore, Simmel argues that should there ever be a society without conflict at all 

like in society of saints or in paradise, such a society will be without any change and development.” 

In the same vein, Peil, (1982:44), insists that conflicts are to necessary part of living together and 

that societies are tissues of conflicts and loyalities. 

Perhaps, it is the pithiness of notions like those of Simmel and Peil above that has been 

beclouding attention away from the root cause of conflicts/violence which, in the light of fairclough, 

(2001) as cited above, is grounded on awareness by some people/class that they are victims of the concepts 

of exploitation and domination. 

If, as the case has been, the struggle by some people to prevent exploitation and domination 

spawns conflict/violence and if this struggle premises an awarness of the concepts of the exploitation and 

domination by persions/people who struggle, it might be quite logical to assume that the remedy for 

conflict/violence which such awareness spawns is to tackle such awareness. Put another way, if people 

become conflictual and violent upon realizing that prevailing institutional sytem is exploitative and 

domineering, the best panaced to curb the eruption of conflict/violent among such people is to device a 

model of institional and social procedure which, ab initio, shall never bring to the consciousness of such 

persons the concepts of exploitation and domination even where such concepts are present. 

Preventing the Awareness of the Concepts of Exploitation and Domination in People 

The art is not easy. It is very complex but, wether people are aware of its workings or not and 
irrespective of whether people like it or not, it goes on at different degrees in virtually every human 
society. As its degree of impact and awareness varietiesin different societies, so is how it is 

conceptualized. 
Amongst the various ways of articulating the subtle processes of preventing people from knowing 

when they are being exploited, three concepts: ideology, hegemony, and prepaganda are adjudged worthy 
of clearer definfition here. According to Louis Altheusser as in Hebdige, (1996:248). “Ideology has very 
little to do with conscioueness. It is profoundly unconscious. Ideology is indeed a system of representation, 
but in the majority of cases these representations have nothing to do with consciouseness, they are 



structures that are imposed on vast majority 
Another assurance that human nature could be colonized, (Fairclough, 2001: 163-4), to the extent 

of preventing the awareness of exploitation where it might exist is the insight that “people are inserted into 
language and work routines at a point they cannot question the givenness of experience consequent from 
such insertion:” (fairclough, 2001: 19 & 20:; Grossberg, 1991: 146). 

Furthermore, Jowett O’Donnel (1999:157) insist that manipulation, especially the mass media- 
driven one, can produce in a society a public that is increasing ill-informed to take decision on rational 
basis. 

What Methods are Available for a Propagandist? 

Without prejudice to Joseph Goebels (see Jowett & O’Donnel, 1999:282), Hilter’s propaganda 
chief who posits that there’s no method for propaganda but only the purpose which is to conquer the 
masses, Jowett & O’Donnel (1999:281) I have informed that propaganda works through the application of 
previously agreed-on ideas to current future goals. They also inform on p. 290, quoting John Berger, a 

British art critic that propaganda preserves within people outdated structures of feelings and thinking 
whilst most of the strain brought about by the transformation remains politically harmless as inevitably 
incoherent frustration.” 

Fairclough, (2001: 19 & 20) has even described how people could be, over time, made 
unconscious of a victimizing social reality or what of men, not via consciousness. They are perceived, 
accepted cultural objects and they act functionally on men via a process that escapes them. 

Hegemony 1 

Laclau as cited in Slack, (2004:19), provides, in this context, the best onceptualization of the 
notion of hegemony. According to laclau, a class is hegemonic not so much to the extent that it is able to 
impose a uniform conception of the world on the rest of society, but to the extent that it can articulate 
different visions of the world in such a way that their potential antagonism is neurtralized. 

Progressive Propaganda 

Lastly, though never in any way the least is the concept of propaganda. For avoidance of doubt, let 

it be stated that its definition here targets using it to exemplify how people could be exploited without 

knowing. Additionally, let it be stated that propaganda achieves its highest motive when disguised and 

hidden in a manner it makes its recipients believe innocently that it is just a neutral and normal way things 

should be. 

Without prejudice to Jowett & O’Donnel’s (1999:279), prpaganda is a deliberate and systematic 

attempt to shape perceptions, manipulate cognitions and direct behaviour to achieve a response that 

furthers the desired intent of the propagandist, let it be as cited in Joweet & O’Donnel’s (1999:164), 

brought into his notion of the concept of propaganda some onteresting eloquence. His eloquence in 

presenting the concept goes this way: 
But when all allowances have been made and all extravagant estimates pared to the bone, 
the fact remains that propaganda is one of the most powerful instrumentalities in the 
modem world. It has arisen to its present eminence in response to a complex of changed 
circumstances which have altered the nature of society... a newer and subtter instrument 
must weld thousands and even millions of humans into one amalgamated mass of will 
and hope. A new flame must burn out the canker of dissent and temper the steel of 
bellicose enthusiam. 
The name of the new hummer and anvil of social solidarity is propaganda. 

{Emphasis added} 
 

Does Human Nature Condone Propaganda? 

Without prejudice to the notion that “no audience, no matter how perverse, will put up with 
hearing they are being manipulated (Jowett & O’Donnel, 1999:35), let it be stated that the answer to the 
above premises a notion that “human mind is like a pathetic lump of clay” (Lear as in Jowett & O’Donnel, 
1999.153) which is easy to bend to any direction at minimal prompting. 

Additionally, a positive answer to the above qestion premises on insight about the nature of 

human behaviour provided by Graham wallas as cited in Jowett & O’Donnel, (1999:104). According to 
wallams, instincts that could be deliberately aroused and directed in a way that would eventually lead to 



some course of action desired by the manipulator.” 
Deetz in Griffin (2000:264), characterizes as “how persons get complict in their own 

victimization through covert control without objection. 

Referring to it as “how foces that shape society gain foothold on people’s psyche, Fairclough 
describes the process as follows: According to him, people internalize from birth, beliefs, 
conventions, norms and routines that are socially produced and made available to them. After the 
internalization, they use their cognitive resources and presuppositions or givens to engage in their social 
practices including their discourcess and other interactions. Before a long time, according to him, people 
so subjected take up such routines/conventions as normal without question. 

In a similar vein, Gouldncr (1976: 206) sees the exploitation of information-processing rules and 
specific definitions of reality as the royal road of getting people to comply with the wishes of others 
without knowing. According to him, “once someone complies with the rules of behaviour and accepts the 
conception of reality favoured by others, then he/she will willingly and spontaneously behave in ways that 
the latter wishes without having to be forced or ordered to do so.” According to him, domination, which a 
struggle against often spawns conflicts and violence, gets concealed when certain courses of conduct, 

definfitions of situations of what is real/ideal are internalized by subordinated so that they give willing 
compliance to the expectations directed at them. 

Let it be stated that the processes of purging away from people their awareness of sense of 
denomination and exploitation lakes time. According to Fairclough, (2001:19 & 20), it starts from birth 
and its cumulative effect starts manifesting over time. 

Implications of Progressive Propaganda for International Organization's that Manage 

Conflict/Violence in Africa 

The foregoing analysis on methods of progressive propaganda for conflict prevention premises 

on interesting insight for international organizations like the African Union (AU) and the carter center who 

grapple with Africa conflicts. A well-planned and systematic application of these outlined subtle strategies 

can help not only in conflict prevention but could be very useful in pest- conflict torn societies where 

effort had transcended peacemaking/peacekeeping/peacebuilding to state building (the conflict 

management toolkit, 2005). 

For example, it is a strong that if some of the ideas of progressive propaganda or subliminal 

outlined above have been encapsulated into the incentives adopted by the carter center when they signed 

the Sudan’s Nairobi agreement in December, 1999, that agreement would not have unraveled so fast as to 

constitute the present spectre called the Darfur Crisi in Sudan (the carter center, 2005). 

To be sure, insights from growth online (2005) are showing that notions inherent in progressive 

propaganda could be tied into political and economica initiative in a way that will make people forget 

conflicts and wars. 

According to Growth Online (2005), Ireland which used to be a seed-bed of terrorism because of 

the poverty that sequeled British colonialism now enjoys a higher GDP than Britain. According growth 

online, in the last 20 years, violence in Ireland has plummeted from 400 to just five per annim. 

In the same vein, growth online (2005) is raising an idea which will make sonventional wisdom 

of equating national security to military strength look stupid. It has given such belief an uncomplimentary 

tag and at the same time propping up the idea of global rapid Reaction force. It is believed that when this 

idea is pushed to win global legitimacy, it might tease countries into jettisoning the prevailing idea of each 

country raising her own standing army. Needless to say it, such army, has not only copied countries into 

wasting scarce resources on armament but makes them very pugnacious and violence-proned. 
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